
Feast	Of	Tabernacles	
(Living	Water)	

(Jesus	In	The	Old	Testament)	
	

On	the	last	and	greatest	day	of	the	festival,	Jesus	stood	and	said	in	a	loud	voice,	‘Let	anyone	who	is	thirsty	
come	to	me	and	drink.	38	Whoever	believes	in	me,	as	Scripture	has	said,	rivers	of	living	water	will	flow	from	

within	them.’		John	7:37-38	
	

The	Basic	Bible	Truth	
	

The	Old	Testament	is	filled	with	pictures,	types,	of	Jesus.		Often,	we	can	see	bits	and	pieces	hidden	in	the	
Mosaic	Law	that	the	Israelites	were	to	follow,	and	sometimes	even	events	that	occurred	were	recorded	
specifically	 because	 they	 too,	 pointed	 to	 the	 coming	 Messiah.	 	 The	 Feast	 of	 Tabernacles	 and	 the	
celebration	that	went	with	it,	was	one	such	picture.	
	

The	Object	
	

(None)	
	

The	Lesson	
	
The	Feast	of	Tabernacles	is	described	in	detail	in	Leviticus	23:33-43.		It	was	one	of	the	three	major	feasts	
that	 Israel	was	 to	 celebrate.	 	 And	 celebrate	 is	 a	 key	word	here.	 	 This	was	 to	 be	 just	 that,	 a	week	 long	
celebration	of	God	and	His	goodness,	a	gathering	together	of	the	community,	a	special	time	for	everyone	
to	enjoy.	 	It	was	to	take	place	in	the	Fall	of	the	year,	after	the	crops	had	been	gathered	in.	 	There	was	a	
special	feature	that	was	to	be	incorporated	into	this	feast	that	was	unique.		They	were	to	build	temporary	
“booths”	or	structures,	a	tent	of	sorts,	and	live	in	those	structures	during	the	feast.			
	
From	 our	 perspective	 today,	 we	 can	 see	 some	 characteristics	 of	 these	 times	 that	 probably	 went	 un-
noticed	in	those	early	days.	 	The	Feast	of	Tabernacles	was	a	celebration	pointing	to,	and	amplifying	the	
concept	of	the	humanity	of	the	coming	Messiah,	Jesus.	 	 Jesus	stepped	into	this	world	100%	human.	 	He	
was	and	is	still	100%	God.		The	God-Man.		Unique,	amazing,	loving.		His	life	here	on	earth	was	under	the	
same	physical	restraints	that	we	experience.	 	God	lowered	Himself	to	our	condition	to	demonstrate	His	
love	towards	us.		He	took	on	the	same	temporary,	frail	body	that	each	of	us	possesses.		Paul	talked	about	
living	in	a	tent	while	here	on	this	earth.		Not	a	canvas	structure.		His	reference	was	to	his	physical	self,	his	
temporary	body	that	would	be	replaced	one	day	in	Heaven	with	a	permanent	one.		Jesus	took	on	the	same	
temporary	body	that	we	have.		The	Israelites	were	to	live	in	temporary	housing	during	this	feast.			
	
Of	all	of	 the	Law	given	 to	 Israel	by	God	at	Sinai,	 the	Feast	of	Tabernacles	 is	 the	only	portion	 that	 I	am	
aware	of	that	will	continue	to	be	observed	during	the	Millennial	Reign	of	Jesus	when	He	returns	to	this	
earth.		Zechariah	14	points	this	out	quite	plainly.		Why	would	only	this	one	feast,	one	aspect	of	the	Law	be	
continued	during	that	thousand	years?		It	is	a	celebration	of	the	humanity	of	Jesus,	who	during	this	time	
will	be	sitting	on	a	physical	throne	in	Jerusalem,	ruling	the	world	perfectly.		And	Revelation	21:3	points	to	
the	announcement	that	Jesus,	God,	will	dwell	with	men	forever.	
	
While	the	Israelites	travelled	through	the	desert,	wandering	for	those	40	years	of	punishment,	they	had	
occasion	to	arrive	at	a	rock,	thirsty.		Exodus	17:6-7	gives	us	a	record	of	that	event.		Moses	was	to	go	up	to	
the	 rock,	 strike	 it	 with	 his	 staff	 and	water	 would	 come	 out	 for	 the	 people.	 	 And	 that	 is	 exactly	 what	
happened.		Nearly	37	years	later,	the	people	found	themselves	again	thirsty	and	they	just	happened	to	be	



at	the	very	same	location.		Moses	was	told	to	simply	speak	to	the	rock	and	it	would	produce	water,	but	in	
anger,	Moses	struck	the	rock	a	second	time.	 	Water	did	come	out,	but	Moses	was	severely	punished	for	
this	irreverent	act.		He	was	denied	access	to	the	Promised	Land.		Why	was	God	so	angered?	
	
The	rock	was	a	picture	of	The	Rock,	Jesus.		He	was	to	be	struck	once	and	only	once.		The	cross	was	not	to	
be	a	multiplied	experience.	 	Moses	had	tarnished	that	picture,	and	God	was	displeased.		It	is	interesting	
how	God	is	capable	of	using	everything	to	His	advantage.		The	people	of	Israel	added	many	things	to	their	
worship	 experience,	 both	 good	 and	 bad,	 but	miraculously	 still	 kept	 sight	 of	 the	 beauty	 of	 God	 in	 the	
process.	 	 The	 Feast	 of	 Tabernacles	 was	 no	 exception.	 	 Their	 culturally	 inspired	 celebration	 grew	 to	
include	a	moment	of	remembrance	of	God	providing	for	them	in	the	desert	those	40	years,	specifically	the	
miraculous	supply	of	water	coming	from	a	rock	in	the	wasteland.			
	
We	are	told	by	Jewish	historians	that	it	became	a	custom	of	the	day	that	on	the	last	day	of	the	Feast	of	
Tabernacles,	they	would	gather	many	huge	containers	of	precious	water	into	the	temple,	and	on	cue,	pour	
the	water	out	on	the	floor	of	the	temple	and	allow	it	to	run	out	of	the	building	and	into	the	courtyard.		A	
unique,	beautiful	picture	of	the	providence	of	God.	
	
Now	we	come	to	the	seventh	chapter	of	John.		John	tends	to	give	more	exact	references	to	time	and	place	
than	the	other	Gospel	writers.		That	alone	makes	his	work	unique.		For	background	into	the	setting	of	this	
episode,	understand	Jesus	has	been	going	about	Galilee	and	the	surrounding	areas	teaching	about	God	for	
almost	three	years.		There	had	come	opposition	to	Him	from	those	who	were	jealous	of	His	popularity.		So	
Jesus	 delayed	 his	 going	 to	 the	 Feast	 of	 Tabernacles	 until	 about	midway	 through	 the	 celebration.	 	 His	
arrival	and	subsequent	teaching	disturbed	some	and	bewildered	others.			
	
John	7:37	is	one	of	my	favorite	verses	in	the	Bible!	 	Remember	that	the	Jewish	leaders	had	adopted	the	
idea	 of	 pouring	 a	 huge	 amount	 of	 water	 out	 on	 the	 temple	 floor	 on	 the	 last	 day	 of	 the	 feast	 in	
remembrance	of	God’s	provision.		In	this	verse,	in	my	mind,	I	imagine	Jesus	standing	on	the	temple	steps,	
arms	outstretched,	ankle	deep	in	the	cascading	water	rushing	out	of	the	temple	floor,	and	proclaiming	in	
a	very	loud	voice,	“Let	anyone	who	is	thirsty,	come	to	me	and	drink.”			What	an	amazing	sight	to	behold!	
	
Jesus	is	the	Water	of	Life	(John	4:10),	He	is	Spiritual	Drink	(I	Corinthians	10:1-4).		The	very	last	words	of	
the	 Bible,	 found	 in	 Revelation	 22,	 remind	 us	 of	 what	 is	 yet	 to	 come.	 	 In	 verse	 17	we	 find	 God’s	 final	
promise	of	our	future	in	Heaven,	and	it	is	no	coincidence	that	we	find	water	mentioned	here	as	well.		Let	
these	be	our	final	words.		The	Spirit	and	the	bride	say,	‘Come!’	And	let	the	one	who	hears	say,	‘Come!’	Let	the	
one	who	is	thirsty	come;	and	let	the	one	who	wishes	take	the	free	gift	of	the	water	of	life.	
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