
Fan	Strobe	
(Bible	Study)	

(Understanding	God)	
	

Now	the	Berean	Jews	were	of	more	noble	character	than	those	in	Thessalonica,	for	they	received	the	
message	with	great	eagerness	and	examined	the	Scriptures	every	day	to	see	if	what	Paul	said	was	true.		

	Acts	17:11	
	

The	Basic	Bible	Truth	
	

Our	understanding	and	comprehension	of	God	must	be	based	solely	on	the	Bible.		Everything	we	need	to	
know	about	Him	has	been	included	in	the	pages	of	Scripture.		The	truth	in	the	Bible	can	be	pictured	as	a	
archeological	excavation.	 	There	may	be	some	very	visible	 things	 laying	right	 there	on	 the	surface,	but	
often,	 the	 greatest	 finds	 only	 come	 to	 light	 with	 careful	 excavation	 and	 study.	 	We	 would	 do	 well	 to	
imitate	the	Bereans,	who	were	noted	in	the	Word	of	God	as	people	who	studied	well.	
	

The	Object	
	

A	Box	Fan	With	Face	Grid	Removed	
An	Adjustable	Speed	Strobe	Light	

Pictures		
Tape	
	

	
	

This	object	requires	the	removal	of	the	face	grid	of	a	standard	box	fan.		Securely	attach	various	photos	to	
the	blades	of	the	fan,	and	turn	on	the	fan	and	run	at	low	speed.		The	photos	effectively	disappear.		When	
the	lights	are	dimmed	and	the	strobe	light	turned	on,	carefully	adjusting	the	rheostat	on	the	strobe	light	
will	slow	or	speed	the	light	flashing.		When	timed	perfectly,	the	blades	of	the	fan	seem	to	stand	still	and	
the	 pictures	 can	 be	 seen	 with	 relatively	 clear	 detail.	 	 So	 it	 is	 with	 Bible	 study.	 	 There	 are	 things	 in	
Scripture	that	cannot	be	seen	without	a	concerted	effort	to	look	deeper	into	the	truth	of	God’s	Word.	
	

The	Lesson	
	

For	many,	the	Bible	is	a	daunting	book.		It	is	long,	to	be	sure,	and	the	wording	is	also	at	times	difficult	to	
wade	 through.	 	 There	 are	 passages	 that	 may	 not	 make	 sense	 to	 us	 at	 the	 present	 time.	 	 All	 of	 these	
arguments	are	used	 to	avoid	 reading	 the	most	 important	book	 in	 the	world.	 	What	a	pity.	 	There	 is	 so	
much	information	available,	right	at	our	fingertips.		The	Bible	is	not	just	a	book,	it	is	The	Book.			



Many	years	ago	I	had	a	friend	who	read	through	the	entire	26	volume	set	of	The	Encyclopedia	Britannica.		
He	was	a	walking	treasure	trove	of	miscellaneous	information.	 	There	exists	a	stark	difference	between	
that	 encyclopedia	 and	 the	 Bible.	 	 Britannica	 attempts	 to	 bring	 their	 books	 up	 to	 date	 and	 keep	 them	
current	with	 the	 latest	 knowledge,	 and,	 its	 content	 is	most	 likely	 true.	 	 But	 the	 Bible	 is	 in	 no	 need	 of	
update.	 	 It	 is	absolute	 truth	as	 it	 stands,	and	not	only	 is	 it	 truth,	 it	 is	 the	very	Word	of	God.	 	The	same	
Word	that	caused	this	universe	to	come	into	existence	in	Genesis	1,	that	created	all	of	the	stars	in	the	sky	
in	one	24-hour	day,	is	in	front	of	us	in	written	form!		What	a	treasure	to	have	access	to.			
	
As	we	go	through	life,	we	will	undoubtedly	face	many	obstacles	that	we	may	have	never	seen	before.		It	is	
the	challenge	of	every	Christian	to	continue	to	walk	in	the	straight	and	narrow	path	that	Jesus	commands	
us	to	follow.		The	key	word	here	is	“follow”.		Jesus	has	gone	before	us	and	demonstrated	what	the	Godly	
life	is	to	look	like,	and	how	we	are	to	react	to	circumstances	in	which	we	find	ourselves.		But	how	will	we	
know	what	to	do	if	we	have	no	first	hand	knowledge	of	the	issues	that	we	may	be	facing	for	the	first	time?		
We	 follow.	 	And	that	requires	 that	we	watch	a	 leader	 traverse	 the	gauntlet	successfully	 first.	 	Then	we	
may	follow.		Jesus	has	gone	before	us	and	blazed	an	amazing,	perfect	trail	for	us	to	follow.	
	
There	are	no	justifiable	shortcuts	in	life.	 	The	most	difficult	lessons	to	learn	take	time.	 	We	can	be	good	
students,	but	they	still	require	a	commitment	to	stick	with	it	and	a	willingness	to	learn.		Moses	spent	40	
years	 in	 the	desert	before	God	had	him	where	He	could	use	him	as	a	 leader	of	His	people.	 	He	was	80	
years	old	when	he	walked	 in	Pharaoh’s	court.	 	Daniel	was	90	when	he	was	 thrown	 into	 the	 lion’s	den.		
God	painstakingly	prepared	these	men	for	their	place	in	history.			
	
Now	with	the	written	Word	at	our	fingertips,	we	have	a	distinct	advantage	over	the	Old	Testament	saints.		
We	can	look	at	their	successes	and	failures	in	detail	and	study	each	and	every	step	that	they	made	and	
learn	 from	 their	 lives.	 	 And	 make	 no	 mistake,	 it	 does	 take	 study	 to	 accomplish	 this.	 	 Listening	 to	 a	
preacher	give	a	good	sermon	is	an	excellent	effort,	but	personal	time	in	the	Word	will	accomplish	much	
more.		The	pastor	may	have	doctorate	initials	behind	his	name,	but	his	words	are	simply	that—his	own	
words.	 	The	Bible,	however,	does	not	 just	contain	 the	Words	of	God,	 it	 is	 the	Word	of	God.	 	Taking	His	
Word	directly	into	our	lives	is	so	much	more	effective	than	we	can	possibly	imagine.		
	
	I	could	show	you	many	photographs	that	I	have	taken	of	my	work	over	the	years.		I	am	a	woodworker	by	
trade	and	have	had	the	privilege	of	working	in	some	of	the	finest	homes	in	the	nation.		My	photographs	
show	finished	product	and	display	our	capabilities	to	a	large	degree,	and	you	could	probably	learn	some	
basic	woodworking	skills	from	my	verbal	descriptions.		But,	I	have	had	many	people	over	the	years	ask	if	
they	could	come	and	work	for	me	for	free	on	their	vacation,	just	to	learn	some	of	the	technical	skills	that	
they	want	to	perfect.		Going	to	the	source	is	much	more	effective.		And	so	it	is	with	God’s	Word.		Personal	
time	in	the	Word	is	never,	ever	wasted	time.			
	
God	has	ingeniously	placed	in	the	pages	of	Scripture	all	that	we	need	to	know	about	life	and	how	to	live	it.		
It’s	 like	a	giant	manual	 for	 life.	 	My	daughter	 recently	purchased	a	new	car.	 	 I	 saw	her	soon	after	 that,	
sitting	down	and	reading	through	the	entire	manual	that	came	with	the	car.		It	was	extremely	helpful.		She	
learned	many	things	about	the	car	that	the	salesman	had	not	bothered	to	explain	to	her.		I	recall	a	comic	
strip	 called	 “Frank	 and	Earnest”	many	years	 ago,	 and	 in	one	 comic	panel,	 Frank	was	 lamenting	 that	 it	
wasn’t	bad	enough	the	Earnest	didn’t	know	what	was	going	on,	but	that	he	didn’t	even	suspect	anything!		
How	many	go	through	life	with	no	knowledge	of	God’s	plans	and,	in	reality,	don’t	even	suspect	anything.			
	
We	 live	 in	 an	 exciting	 time.	 	 Nearly	 every	 one	 of	 us	 has	 access	 to	 numerous	 types	 of	 study	 aids	 and	
materials	 to	help	us	comprehend	the	written	Word.	 	But	 it	 is	ultimately	 the	Holy	Spirit	who	opens	our	
minds	 and	 teaches	 us	 how	 to	 understand	 Scripture.	 	 It	 is	 a	wise	 practice	 to	 spend	 a	 few	moments	 in	
prayer,	seeking	understanding	from	God,	as	we	prepare	to	study	the	Bible.		We	are	told	to	not	just	read	



the	Word,	but	Paul	told	Timothy	to	“study”	to	show	himself	approved	unto	God.		There	is	a	time	and	place	
for	casual	reading	of	the	Bible.		There	should	also	be	a	time	for	genuine	study.		Take	that	time.		
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