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Stuff For Today
•  Wait, Wait, Let Me Guess!

•  Essential English

· God is like:

· Ezra—my hero



Published almost weekly, but more like…..whenever, so get used to it, OK?

 The First Pulpit



By Mr. Lyle  (mrlyle1@gmail.com


  Ezra 9:4

Then were assembled unto me every one that trembled at the words of the God of Israel, because of the transgression of those that had been carried away; and I sat astonied until the evening sacrifice.


   Accomplishments define a man.  Look at what he does, and you will also see the focal point of his heart.  That was true of the prophet Ezra. We find a man whose life and actions revolved around his lifelong pursuit of the Word of God.  He is described as a student of the Word, a scribe, and his achievements stand as testimony to that fact.  
   Ezra was of the priestly line, but because there was no temple in Jerusalem, he could not serve in that capacity.  So he devoted himself to the study of God’s Word, sharpening his understanding in preparation for his role in the plan of God.  He probably wrote the books of I and II Chronicles, Ezra, and Nehemiah and was the one responsible for organizing the Psalms, playing a large part in settling the canon of Scripture.  It was he who stood before those who had returned to Jerusalem from Babylon, and positioned on the first pulpit mentioned in the Bible, simply read the text of Scripture to those listening and explained the meaning as he went.  The revival and reformation that took place from this unassuming act was stunning.  The Word of God is very sharp and will cut the heart in places no other implement can reach.  
   If a theme were to be assigned to the book of Ezra, it would be “The Word of the Lord”.  There are ten direct references to the Word of God in this short book, with the key verse found in Ezra 9:4.  They “trembled at the words of the God of Israel”.  Seventy years of captivity had an effect upon the people, but there was no revival seen during their time in Babylon.  It was not until the day that all the people gathered in front of the Water Gate, and stood in reverence as Ezra read from the Scripture for over six hours, that something began to stir in their hearts.  They began to see that the commands of God demanded performance.  Obedience and holiness before an Almighty God finally became an issue to be dealt with, and it changed the lives of many, drastically.  God’s Word is powerful.  Ezra understood that well, and his life reminds us of what is truly important.







Essential English
(Words you can use in  your next term paper)



[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]This winter has been brutal.

It might help to look at it as July 154th through 247th.
By Mr. Lyle (mrlyle1@gmail.com)
Adolescence—The period when a boy refuses to believe that someday he will be as stupid as his father.

Ants—People who marry uncles.

Adult—A person who has stopped growing at both ends and is now growing in the middle.

Aquarium—Interactive TV for cats.

Bananosecond—The time elapsed between slipping on a peel and smacking the pavement.

Boy—Noise with dirt on it.

Dust—Mud with all of the juice squeezed out.

Ecnalubma—An emergency vehicle that can only be seen in a rear view mirror

Gross Ignorance—144 times worse than regular ignorance.

Me—What Geronimo yells when he jumps out of an airplane.

Ow—The first word spoken by a child with an older sibling.

Period—A comma that has curled up and gone to sleep.

Skeleton—A bunch of bones with the person scraped off.

Subdued—Like, a guy who, like, works on one of those, like, submarines, man.

Vegetarian—A not so skilled hunter
God Is Like:

Bayer Aspirin.  He works miracles.

A Ford.  He’s got a better idea.

Coke.  He’s the real thing.

Tide.  He gets the stains out others leave behind.

Allstate.  You’re in good hands with him.

General Electric.  He brings good things to life.

Sears.  He has everything.

Scotch Tape.  You can’t see Him, but you know He’s there.

Hallmark Cards.  He cares enough to send the very best.

Dial Soap.  Aren’t you glad you have Him?  Don’t you wish everybody did?
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